Story of Douglas Grant

Below is a newspaper report on Aboriginal

soldier Douglas Grant who was at first
prevented from leaving Australia to fight
in World War 1 on the grounds that he
was Aboriginal.

A text version is at the right.
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STORY OF DOUGLAS GRANT.

It In not gencrally kmown qhat severa! she-
rigines have gonme with the Australian mili-
tary forces to the front. One of the most
|remarkable of them Is Douglas Grant, who
(left Sydney with relnforeemonts lust week.
/He wun ready to go s couple of months ago,
when he passed \he sergeant's examination,
but at the lest momenut a Government offio-
ial discovered & regulation prevontiog mn
Inborulm from leaving ihe couniry, asnd,
much to bis disgust and (o that of his com-
rades—for be was one of the most popular
itellowa ip the company -{rant had to stay
‘beliind untll last week, when (he authori-
1log gave the required permission that em-
lubled him to loave.

Dougins Granl is the afopted son of Mr
Robert Granl, chief p xidermist at the Aus-
trallan Myseum. It ls noarly 30 years ago
sluco My, Grant, while un an expedition in
porthern Queanaland, «ntr across him In a
gunyal in the bush, louglas was then only
a child of about two rinre.  His father and
mother had been killod In & tribal distur-
bance, and Mr. Girant Jdorided to ndopt him,
and bLring him pouth., Fiv was sent to the
home of Mr. Henry Groaut, senr., at Lith-
gow, and soon manifesied a taste for draw-
Ing. lie also took a Keen interest In the
cader movement. On reaching manheod ne
eutered Mort's Dock and Esgineering (‘om-
pany, and for 10 years wus employed there
as o draftsman, being one of the mos=t pro-
flolent. Qutdoor life, bLowever, naturally
made a strong appeal to him, and twe or
three Yyears Ag0, having galved  expori-,
cence s & wWoolclaseer, he accepted a posi- |
tion at Belltrees, Scone, the hamestead pro-|
(perty of Mr. 11 L, White. This young abor-)
'"Iginal moldier |5 & tman of high atfatnments,
with a great love for Shakespeare and pootry |
|generally, He jp 8 very good artist, and plays
Ithe bagpipen sx well as any Scof
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ABORIGINAL SOLDIER.

STORY OF DOUGLAS GRANT.

It is not generally known that several aborigines have
gone with the Australian military forces to the front.
One of the most remarkable of them is Douglas Grant,
who left Sydney with reinforcements last week. He was
ready to go a couple of months ago, when he passed
the sergeant's examination, but at the last moment a
Government official discovered a regulation preventing
an aboriginal from leaving the country, and, much to his
disgust and to that of his comrades - for he was one of
the most popular fellows in the company - Grant had to
stay behind until last week, when the authorities gave
the required permission that enabled him to leave.

Douglas Grant is the adopted son of Mr Robert Grant,
chief taxidermist at the Australian Museum. It is nearly
30 years ago since Mr. Grant, while on an expedition in
northern Queensland, came across him in a gunyah in
the bush. Douglas was then only a child of about two
years. His father and mother had been killed in a tribal
disturbance, and Mr. Grant decided to adopt him, and
bring him south. He was sent to the home of Mr Henry
Grant, senr., at Lithgow, and soon manifested a taste
for drawing. He also took a Keen interest in the cadet
movement. On reaching manhood he entered Mort's
Dock and Engineering Company, and for 10 years was
employed there as a draftsman, being one of the most
proficient. Outdoor life, however, naturally made a
strong appeal to him, and two or three years ago,
having gained experience as a woolclasser, he accepted
a position at Belltrees, Scone, the homestead property
of Mr H. L. White. This young aboriginal soldier is a man
of high attainments, with a great love for Shakespeare
and poetry generally. He is a very good artist, and plays
the bagpipes as well as any Scot.
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